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Transnational HE
UNESCO and Council of Europe, 2001

 “All types of higher education study 
programmes, sets of courses of study, or 
educational services (including those of distance 
education) in which the learners are located in 
a country different from the one where the 
awarding institution is based. Such programmes
may belong to the educational system of a state, 
different from the state in which it operates, or may 
operate independently of any national system.” 



What is Cross-Border HE?
UNESCO/OECD Guidelines, 2005 

“Cross-border higher 
education includes higher 
education that takes place 
where the teacher, student, 
programme, institution/ 
provider or course materials 
cross national jurisdictional 
borders”



Transnational HE
(QAA)

Education and learning opportunities that are 
provided in more than one country. In the 
context of the Quality Code, it typically refers to the 
higher education provision of a UK degree-
awarding body which is delivered in a 
country outside the UK and often by delivery
organisations other than degree awarding body. 



GATS educational modes

Mode 1: cross-border supply (distance education, 
virtual educational institutions, education software 
and corporate training through ICT delivery);

Mode 2: consumption abroad (students studying 
abroad);

Mode 3: commercial presence (i.e. local university or 
satellite campus, language training companies, 
private training companies) or programme or 
institutional mobility;

Mode 4: presence of natural persons (professors, 
teachers, researchers working abroad)



Typology of cross-border provider mobility 
(Knight, 2005)

Category Description of form/Type of mobility

Branch campus Provider in country A establishes a satellite campus in Country B 
to deliver ourses and programmes to students in Country B (may 
also include Country  A students taking a semester/courses 
abroad). The qualification awarded is from provider in Country A.

Independent
institution

Foreign provider A (a traditional university, a commercial 
company or alliance/network) establishes in Country B a stand 
alone HEI to offer courses/programmes and awards.

Acquisition/
merger

Foreign provider A purchases a part of or 100% of local HEI in 
Country B.



Typology of cross-border providers mobility 
(Knight, 2005)

Category Description of form/Type of mobility

Study centre/
teaching site

Foreign Provider A establishes study centers in Country B to support
students taking their courses/programmes. Study centres can be
independent or in collaboration with local providers in Country B.

Affiliation/
networks

Different types of ‘public and private’, ‘traditional and new’ providers 
from various countries collaborate through innovative types of 
partnerships to establish networks/institutions to deliver courses and 
programmes in local and foreign countries through distance or face-
to-face modes.

Virtual
University

Provider that delivers credit courses and degree programmes to 
students in different countries through distance education modes and 
that generally  does not have face-to-face support services for 
students



Typology of cross-border programmes mobility
Category Description of form /types of mobility

Franchise An arrangement whereby a provider in the source Country A authorizes a  
provider in another Country B to deliver their course/programme/service 
in Country B or other countries. The qualification is awarded by a 
provider in Country A. This is usually a for-profit commercial 
arrangement.

Twinning A situation whereby a provider in source Country A collaborates with a 
provider located in Country B to develop an articulation system allowing 
students to take course credits in Country B and/or source Country A. 
Only one qualification is awarded by the provider in the source country. 
This may or may not be on a commercial basis

Double/
Joint degree

An arrangement whereby providers in different countries collaborate to 
offer a programme for which a student receives a qualification from each
provider or a joint award from the collaborating providers. Normally this 
is based on academic exchange.



Typology of cross-border programmes

Category Description of form /types of mobility

Articulation Various types of articulation arrangements between 
providers in different countries permit students to gain 
credit for courses/programmes offered/delivered by 
collaborating providers.

Validation Validation arrangements between providers in different 
countries which allow Provider B in receiving country to 
award qualification of Provider A in source country.

Virtual/distance Arrangements where providers deliver courses/ 
programmes to students in different countries through 
distance and online modes. May include some face-to-face 
support for students through domestic study or support 
centres.



Approaches to the regulation of TNE

Approach to regulation Meaning

Minimal or no regulations (laissez-
faire)

Minimal or no restrictions on foreign 
providers’ freedom to operate

Liberal Foreign providers required to register 
and/or have sending country 
accreditation

Moderately liberal Registration and/or consent or 
authorization from competent home or 
receiving authorities

Restrictive regulations Foreign providers required to obtain 
accreditation in the receiving countries
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